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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 

 
AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
PETE HEGSETH, in his official capacity as 
Secretary of Defense et al., 
 

Defendants. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Civil Action No. 25-cv-883-JEB 

 

DEFENDANTS’ STATUS REPORT 

Pursuant to the Minute Order entered on March 27, 2025, Defendants file this status report 

with the attached declarations setting forth steps that they have taken to implement preservation of 

the Signal group chat communications from March 11-15, 2025. 

1. After a hearing on the Plaintiff’s Motion for Temporary Restraining Order, the 

Court entered the following Minute Order: 

As agreed by the parties in today’s TRO hearing, the Court ORDERS that: 1) 
Defendants shall promptly make best efforts to preserve all Signal communications 
from March 11-15, 2025; 2) By March 31, 2025, Defendants shall file a Status 
Report with declarations setting forth the steps that they have taken to implement 
such preservation; and 3) This Order shall expire on April 10, 2025, in the event 
that Defendants’ measures are satisfactory to the Court. 

2. As stated in the Notice filed on March 28, 2025, ECF No. 9, Defendants understand 

that the Court’s order to “preserve all Signal communications from March 11-15, 2025” refers 

specifically to the group chat on which Plaintiff has centered its lawsuit. See, e.g., Plaintiff’s 

Motion for Temporary Restraining Order at 1, ECF No. 6; Complaint ¶ 28 & n.1, ECF No. 1. 

Accordingly, the declarations attached to this status report as Exhibits 1-4 set forth steps that the 
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Department of Defense (“DoD”), Office of the Director of National Intelligence (“ODNI”), the 

Central Intelligence Agency (“CIA”), and the State Department have taken to preserve that Signal 

group chat.  

3. In addition, the Declaration of Christopher Pilkerton, Acting General Counsel, U.S. 

Department of the Treasury that was attached to Defendants’ Opposition to Plaintiff’s Motion for 

a Temporary Restraining Order, ECF No. 8-1, sets forth steps that the Department of Treasury has 

taken to preserve the Signal group chat. See also Declaration of Gerald J. Dziecichowicz, Associate 

Deputy General Counsel for DoD, attached to Defendants’ Opposition to Plaintiff’s Motion for a 

Temporary Restraining Order, ECF No. 8-2. 

 

Dated: March 31, 2025   Respectfully submitted, 

     YAAKOV M. ROTH  
     Acting Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division  
 
     MARCIA BERMAN 
     Assistant Branch Director 
     Federal Programs Branch 
      

  /s/ Amber Richer__________________ 
      AMBER RICHER (CA Bar No. 253918) 
      Trial Attorney 
      U.S. Department of Justice 

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
1100 L Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
Tel: (202) 514-3489 
Email: amber.richer@usdoj.gov 
Attorneys for Defendant 
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Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2 
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Exhibit 3 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

AMERICAN OVERSIGHT, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

PETE HEGSETH, in his ficial 
capacity as Secretary of 
Defense, et al., 

Defendants. 

No. 25-cv-883 

DECLARATION OF HURLEY V. BLANKENSHIP 

I, Hurley V. Blankenship, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I currently serve as the Chief Data Officer (COO) and 

the Director of the Agency Data Office (ADO) at the Central 

Intelligence Agency ("CIA" or "Agency"). I have ld this 

position since November , 2019, and I have served as a CIA 

officer for over 13 years. In my capacity as COO, and pursuant 

to the OPEN Government Data Act of 2019, I am responsible for 

lifecycle data management of the CIA and carry out ous 

statutory responsibil es pertaining to the maintenance and 

preservation of CIA data. As CDO, I have been designated by the 

Director of the Central Intelligence Agency as the Senior Agency 

Official for Records Management and the CIA Archivist, who is 

respons for implementing the Agency's records maintenance 

and preservation obligat under the ral Records Act. As 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

COO and Director of the ADO, I oversee information management on 

behalf of the CIA and work to develop unified strategies, 

policies, standards, and practices to govern the acquisition, 

use, management, and protection of CIA data. 

2. Through the exercise of my official duties, I have 

become familiar with the claims asserted against the defendants 

in this matter, including those against CIA Director John L. 

Ratcliffe in his official capacity. I make the following 

statements based upon my personal knowledge and information made 

available to me in my official capacity. 

3. I understand that Director Ratcliffe maintains a 

personal account on the commercial messaging application known 

as Signal, through which he was invited to participate in "the 

Signal chat" referenced in the plaintiff's complaint. See 

Compl. ':IT 28. I further understand that residual administrative 

content from "the Signal chat" was retrievable from that 

account, and that that content has since been transferred to 

Agency systems. 

4. I understand that on 27 March 2025, CIA's Office of 

General Counsel issued a litigation hold notice, which directed 

relevant offices and officers to preserve documents and 

information pertaining to this matter. 
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* * * 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 31st day of March 2025 

Chief Data Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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Exhibit 4 
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