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Attorneys for Ralph T. Reilly 
 
 

 

  
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 

 
RALPH T. REILLY, an individual, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. 
 
STEVE WOZNIAK, an individual; 
WOZ U EDUCATION LLC, an 
Arizona limited liability company; 
WOZU EDUCATION HOLDINGS, 
LLC, a Delaware limited liability 
company; SOUTHERN CAREERS 
INSTITUTE, INC., a Texas corporation, 
 

Defendants 
________________________________ 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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)  
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Comes now Plaintiff RALPH T. REILLY (“Reilly”) who, for cause of action 

against Defendants and each of them, alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF ACTION 

1. This action is brought against Defendants (a) STEVE WOZNIAK, an 

individual (“Woz”); (b) WOZ U EDUCATION, LLC, an Arizona limited liability 

company (“Woz Arizona”); (c) WOZU EDUCATION HOLDINGS, LLC, a Delaware 

limited liability company (“Woz Delaware”); and (d) SOUTHERN CAREERS 

INSTITUTE, INC., a Texas corporation (“SCI”) (collectively, “Defendants”): 

A. In special assumpsit, for breach of an implied-in-fact contract 

between Woz and Reilly, the existence and terms of which were manifested by 

Defendants and each of their conduct in the use, application and exploitation of ideas, 

designs, business plans, curricula, images, sale strategies and educational training 

concepts original to and created by Reilly (“Reilly’s Work”) and submitted to Woz as 

the basis for the “Woz Institute Technology.” 

B. In general assumpsit on the common counts, for money had and 

received by Defendants from, and on an open, mutual and current account among Reilly 

and Defendants and each of them arising from, Defendants’ and each of their use, 

application and exploitation of Reilly’s Work in the operation, marketing and promotion 

of an advanced on-line educational program commonly known as “Woz U” (“Woz U”). 
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C. For infringement of Reilly’s registered copyrights in images and 

tangible expression embodied in Reilly’s Work, pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §501. 

D. For declaratory relief that Reilly’s entitled to reasonable, fair and 

just compensation from Defendants and each of them for Defendants’ and each of their 

use, application and exploitation of Reilly’s Work in and in connection with Woz U. 

E. For an accounting of the money had and received by Defendants and 

each of them from Defendants’ and each of their use, application and exploitation of 

Reilly’s Work in and in connection with Woz U. 

2. Woz was a co-founder of Apple Computers Inc., inducted into Inventors 

Hall of Fame and the recipient of the Heinz Award for Technology, the Economy and 

Employment, for single-handedly designing the first personal computer and for twenty 

years of philanthropic work. 

3. Reilly is an Assistant Professor of Management Information Systems at 

the Barney School of Business, University of Hartford.  Reilly has made numerous 

presentations and written numerous articles in the area of management and information 

technology. 

4. On or about September 12, 2010, Reilly wrote to Woz stating:  “I want to 

start a high tech university.”  Woz responded, “Great idea.”  A true and correct copy of 

Reilly’s initial introduction of Reilly’s Work to Woz and Woz’s reply is attached hereto 

as Exhibit A. 
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5. Reilly introduced Woz and Janet Wozniak to Charter Oak State College 

(“COSC”) in an email exchange dated on or about December 22, 2010, a true and 

correct copy being attached as Exhibit B.  As a result, COSC asked Woz to execute and 

Woz executed a Personal Service Agreement between Woz and COSC dated March 25, 

2011, a true and correct copy being attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

6. On or about March 25, 2011, Woz and Reilly met at the 2011 SARTA 

Tech Index Celebration Luncheon in Sacramento, California to discuss Reilly’s 

proposed tech university and agreed to proceed with a “deal” handshake depicted in a 

photograph taken at the Luncheon, a true and correct copy being attached as Exhibit D. 

In an email to Reilly dated November 21, 2011, Woz gave Reilly the right to proceed 

with potential investors and counter-parties, stating: “I figure it’s your idea.” A true and 

correct copy of such email is attached hereto as Exhibit E 

7. Woz and Reilly met with Apollo Group on or about January 23, 2012 in 

San Francisco, California, to discuss Reilly’s proposed high tech university.  A true and 

correct copy of a Power Point presentation made to Apollo Group by Reilly is attached 

hereto as Exhibit F.  The Proposed Framework prepared by Apollo Group dated January 

30, 2012 is attached hereto as Exhibit G. 

8. Reilly created a website and logo as part of Reilly’s Work, true and correct 

screenshots being attached hereto as Exhibit H.  Reilly’s Work included, inter alia, the 

following: 
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A. A+ Certification, for certification of competence as a computer 

technician. 

B. Ethical Hacker Certification, for certification of competence to 

penetrate network and/or computer systems for the purpose of finding and fixing 

computer security vulnerabilities. 

C. Website Designs and Development Certification, for certification of 

competence as a developer and designer of websites. 

D. Network Security Certification, for certification of competence to 

address information technology security requests. 

E. Network Administration Certification, for certification of 

competence to maintain and administer computer hardware and software systems. 

F. Cloud Essential Certificate, for certification of competence in 

understanding compatibility of PC components and related technology topics.   

Reilly’s Work included the design of classwork for on-line and interactive viewing of 

short video modules to permit learning at the student’s own pace and schedule.   

9. Reilly applied for and obtained copyright protection under the Copyright 

Act of 1976, as amended, for graphic images and photographs and tangible expressions 

created by Reilly as part of Reilly’s Work, true and correct copies of which applications 

and work are attached as Exhibit I (“Reilly Copyrighted Works”). 
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10. On or about November 11, 2017, Reilly was informed that Woz had 

entered into a business arrangement in a form unknown to Reilly with Defendant SCI 

to form Woz U for operation in the State of Arizona.  True and correct screenshots of 

the website for Woz U are attached hereto as Exhibit J. 

11. Reilly is informed and believed and thereupon alleges that Woz and SCI 

formed Woz Arizona and Woz Delaware to complete and formalize Woz and SCI’s 

business arrangements regarding Woz U in a manner and on terms unknown to Reilly. 

12. Defendants and each of them used, applied and exploited Reilly’s Work in 

the creation, formation, operation, management, marketing and publicity of Woz U. 

13. Defendants and each of them have infringed Reilly’s Copyrighted Work in 

the marketing and publicity of Woz U. 

14. On or about November 21, 2017 Reilly wrote to Woz congratulating Woz 

on Woz U and stating that Woz U was “exactly what I envisioned for Woz Institute of 

Technology” which was “the greatest project idea of my life.”  Woz responded on 

December 24, 2017 stating: “You are right on the mark.  You had the right idea. . . .  I 

doubt it would have happened without your initial idea.”  Woz did not respond to 

Reilly’s follow up email of January 1, 2018.  True and correct copies of the foregoing 

emails are attached hereto as Exhibit K. 

15. Defendants’ and each of their liability as alleged herein for implied-in-fact 

contract, money had and received and accounting arose by reason of conduct in, or 

Case 2:18-cv-03775-MTL   Document 1   Filed 11/03/18   Page 6 of 92



 

6 
COMPLAINT FOR:  1.  IMPLIED-IN-FACT CONTRACT; 2.  MONEY HAD AND RECEIVED; 

3.  COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT (17 U.S.C. §501); 4. DECLARATORY RELIEF; 5. 
ACCOUNTING 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

based on contacts with, the State of California.  As a result, California law determines 

the rights and obligations of Reilly, on the one hand, and Defendants and each of them, 

on the other hand, with respect to each of such Causes of Action. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

16. This Court has original federal question jurisdiction over this action 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1331 because this action arises under the Copyright Act of 1976 

as amended, 28 U.S.C. §501. 

17. This Court also has jurisdiction by reason of complete diversity of 

citizenship pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1332(a)(1) because Reilly, on the one hand, and each 

of the Defendants on the other hand, are citizens of different states and because the 

amount in controversy is greater than $75,000. 

18. This Court has personal jurisdiction over each Defendant by reason of each 

Defendant’s affirmative acts in the State of Arizona including inter alia the formation 

of Woz Arizona, and the marketing and publicity of Woz U pursuant to the laws of the 

State of Arizona. 

19. Venue in this District is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391. 

PARTIES 

20. Reilly is an individual citizen of the State of Connecticut. 

21. Woz is an individual citizen of the State of California. 
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22. On information and belief, Woz Delaware and Woz Arizona are limited 

liability companies organized, respectively, under the laws of Delaware and Arizona, 

with their principal place of business in the State of Arizona. 

23. On information and belief, SCI is a corporation organized under the laws 

of the State of Texas with its principal place of business in the State of Texas. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Breach Of Implied-In-Fact Contract) 

Against Woz 

24. Reilly re-alleges and incorporates by the reference as though set forth in 

full each and every allegation in Paragraphs 1 through 23 hereinabove inclusive. 

25. Reilly and Woz entered into an “implied-in-fact” contract under 

California law (“Implied Contract”), the existence and terms of which were 

manifested by conduct in that, inter alia, Defendants and each of them voluntarily 

accepted of the benefit of Reilly’s Work with full knowledge of the circumstances and 

of the fact that Reilly did not submit and communicate Reilly’s Work to Woz 

gratuitously. 

26. Defendants and each of them thereby consented to all the obligations 

arising from the acceptance of the benefits of Reilly’s Work including inter alia, the 

obligation to (A) pay Reilly the fair and reasonable value of Reilly’s Work, (B) 

account to Reilly for the revenues, expenses and profitability of Woz U and (C) honor 

all terms and conditions implied by reason of Defendants’ and each of their course of 
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conduct with respect to Woz U and by custom and usage in the online education 

industry. 

27. As a direct, foreseeable and proximate cause of Woz’s breach of the 

Implied Contract, Reilly has suffered and sustained and is entitled to recover from 

Woz actual, general, compensatory and consequential damages as proven at trial but 

no less than $1,000,000. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Common Counts For Money Had And Received) 

Against All Defendants 

28. Reilly re-alleges and incorporates here by this reference as though set forth 

in full each and every allegation in Paragraphs 1 through 27 hereinabove inclusive. 

29. Defendants and each of them are indebted on the common counts to Reilly 

for money had and received by Defendants and each of them from their use, application 

and exploitation of Reilly’s Work in the operation, marketing and promotion of Woz U, 

including inter alia. 

A. In quantum meruit, in that Defendants and each of them obtained a 

benefit from Reilly’s Work when Defendants and each of them knew or should have 

known that Reilly’s Work was not submitted or disclosed to Defendants or any of them 

gratuitously and was so submitted and disclosed at the express or implied request of 

Defendants and each of them. 
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B. In quantum valebant, on an open, mutual and current account, 

arising from Defendants’ and each of their express or implied request to Reilly to submit 

and disclose Reilly’s Work for purpose of operation, marketing and publicity of Woz 

U, which includes revenues to be credited to Reilly’s account and expenses of operation, 

marketing and promotion to be debited to Reilly’s account. 

30. Reilly is entitled to receive from Defendants and each of them the fair and 

reasonable value of Reilly’s Work and as shown on an open, mutual and current account 

among Reilly and Defendants, in an amount to be proven at trial but no less than 

$1,000,000. 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Copyright Infringement) 
Against All Defendants 

31. Reilly re-alleges and incorporates by this reference as though set forth in 

full each and every allegation in Paragraphs 1 through 30 hereinabove inclusive. 

32. Reilly is the author of the Reilly Copyrighted Work. 

33. Reilly has registered the Reilly Copyrighted Work in the United States 

Copyright Office as shown in the Application, a true and correct copy of which being 

attached hereto as Exhibit I. 

34. The Reilly Work is an original work subject to copyright pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. §101. 

Case 2:18-cv-03775-MTL   Document 1   Filed 11/03/18   Page 10 of 92



 

10 
COMPLAINT FOR:  1.  IMPLIED-IN-FACT CONTRACT; 2.  MONEY HAD AND RECEIVED; 

3.  COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT (17 U.S.C. §501); 4. DECLARATORY RELIEF; 5. 
ACCOUNTING 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

35. Defendants and each of them have infringed the Reilly Copyright Work by 

and in connection with the operation, marketing and promotion of Woz U. 

36. Reilly has suffered and sustained and is entitled to recover from 

Defendants and each of them (A) damages to be proven at trial but no less than 

$1,000,000, (B) Defendants’ and each of their profits from the use, exploitation and 

turning to account of Reilly’s Work and (C) attorneys’ fees pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §505. 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Declaratory Relief) 

Against All Defendants 

37. Reilly re-alleges and incorporates by this reference as though set forth in 

full each and every allegation in Paragraphs 1 through 36 hereinabove inclusive. 

38.  A case of actual controversy has arisen and now exists between Reilly, on 

the one hand, and Defendants and each of them, on the other hand.  Reilly contends: 

A. Woz U embodies the Reilly Work in its operation, marketing and 

promotion. 

B. Defendants and each of them are obligated to account and pay to 

Reilly the reasonable and fair value of Reilly’s Work. 

39. Defendants and each of them dispute and deny Reilly’s contentions as 

hereinabove alleged. 

40. Reilly is entitled to a declaratory judgment from the Court that: 
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A. Woz U embodies the Reilly Work in its operation, marketing and 

promotion. 

B. Defendants and each of them are obligated to account and pay to 

Reilly the reasonable and fair value of Reilly’s Work. 

FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Accounting) 

Against All Defendants 

41. Reilly re-alleges and incorporates by this reference as though set forth in 

full each and every allegation in Paragraphs 1 through 40 hereinabove inclusive. 

42. Reilly is entitled to an accounting based on the Implied Contract and by 

reason of the open, mutual and current account among Reilly and Defendants and each 

of them. 

43. The exact monies due and owing to Reilly from Defendants and each of 

them comprise a long account, is unknown to Reilly and cannot be ascertained without 

an accounting. 

44. An accounting is necessary and appropriate to ascertain the sums due to 

Reilly from Defendants’ and each of their operation, marketing and promotion of Woz 

U. 

45. Reilly has demanded a complete accounting from Defendants and each of 

them of the revenues derived from, and expenses incurred in, the operation, marketing 

and promotion of Woz U.  Defendants and each of them have failed and refused to give 
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Reilly a complete accounting of all revenues and expenses related to the operation, 

marketing and promotion of Woz U. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Reilly prays for judgment against Defendants and each of them 

as follows: 

A. For actual, general, compensatory and consequential damages in an 

amount to be proven at trial, but no less than $1,000,000. 

B. For the reasonable and fair value of Reilly’s Work in an account to be 

proven at trial but no less than $1,000,000. 

C. For disgorgement of Defendants’ and each of these profits from the use, 

exploitation and turning to account of Reilly’s Copyrighted Works. 

D. For an accounting. 

E. For declaratory judgment that: 

1. Woz U embodies the Reilly Work in its operation, marketing and 

promotion. 

2. Defendants and each of them are obligated to account and pay to 

Reilly the reasonable and fair value of Reilly’s Work. 

F. For Reilly’s attorneys’ fees pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §505. 

G. The interest on each amount of damages as may be permitted by law. 
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H. For such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

JURY DEMAND 

Reilly demands a trial by jury. 

November 2, 2018    Respectfully submitted, 

USMAN SHAIKH LAW GROUP 
 
/s/ Raymond J. Markovich 
Raymond J. Markovich, Esq. 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
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EXHIBIT B 
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EXHIBIT C 
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Home |  | My Profile | Help | Contact Us | Log Out | 

 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm5_0,s_0,"s_5_1_39_0","1-32ZN164"))

Case Summary:

 Case #: 1-6711140524  Type of Case: Work of the Visual Arts  Opened: 6/25/2018

 Title: The Woz Institute of Technology webpage  Contact Name: Usman Shaikh

 Fee Due: 55.00  Service Fee Paid: 55.00  Claim Status: Pending

Submit Your Work(s)
To complete your submission, please submit the required copy(ies) of your work (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-deposit-req.html

(1) Upload your work(s) (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-tutorial.html): Please perform the following steps for the case(s) in the table
Step 1: Click the "Select files to upload" button. Using your computer's browser, select your files for the corresponding work then click the "Sta
Step 2: After uploading all files for this work, click the corresponding "Complete Your Submission" (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-c

Please note: Files cannot be returned or deleted once uploaded. To avoid delays and/or a later effective date of registration, please v

 It is a category of work that may be uploaded (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-category.html)
 It is an acceptable file type (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-acceptable-files.html#type)
 It is an acceptable file size (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-acceptable-files.html#size)

Upload Your Work(s)

Case Details
Case #: 1-6711140524
Title: The Woz Institute of Technology webpage
Volume: 
Number: 
Issue Date: 
Type of Work: Work of the Visual Arts

Updates

Comments  (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm6_0,s_1,"s_6_2_36_0","1-32ZMVFZ"))
 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm6_0,s_2,"s_6_2_36_0","1-32ZMVFZ")) Activity Type  (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm

 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm
Submitted by USHAIKH on 06/25/2018 Upload Deposit

(2) Send Your Work(s) by Mail:

Click the "Create Shipping Slip" button in the table below; a Shipping Slip link will appear in the Attachments column.

Click the Shipping Slip link and print out and attach the shipping slip(s) to your deposit copy(ies). For multiple cases, be sure to
    attach shipping slips to the corresponding copies.

Mail the deposit copy(ies) within 30 days to the Copyright Office address at the bottom of the slip.Note: Your effective date of registration will
be based on the date on which we receive the copies with corresponding shipping slips attached.

Click "Home" after uploading files(s) or printing shipping slip(s). You may verify the submission in the open Cases table on your eCO
Home page.

Send Your Work(s) by Mail

(JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm1_0,s_8,"s_1_1_11_0",""))

Electronic Copyright Office (eCO) - 1 https://eco.copyright.gov/eService_enu/start.swe?SWECmd=Log...
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Home |  | My Profile | Help | Contact Us | Log Out | 

 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm5_0,s_0,"s_5_1_39_0","1-392K8JZ"))

Case Summary:

 Case #: 1-7078846031  Type of Case: Literary Work  Opened: 10/26/2018

 Title: The Woz Institute of Technology Demo  Contact Name: Usman Shaikh

 Fee Due: 55.00  Service Fee Paid: 55.00  Claim Status: Pending

Submit Your Work(s)
To complete your submission, please submit the required copy(ies) of your work (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-deposit-req.html

(1) Upload your work(s) (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-tutorial.html): Please perform the following steps for the case(s) in the table
Step 1: Click the "Select files to upload" button. Using your computer's browser, select your files for the corresponding work then click the "Sta
Step 2: After uploading all files for this work, click the corresponding "Complete Your Submission" (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-c

Please note: Files cannot be returned or deleted once uploaded. To avoid delays and/or a later effective date of registration, please v

 It is a category of work that may be uploaded (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-upload-category.html)
 It is an acceptable file type (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-acceptable-files.html#type)
 It is an acceptable file size (http://www.copyright.gov/eco/help-acceptable-files.html#size)

Upload Your Work(s)

Case Details
Case #: 1-7078846031
Title: The Woz Institute of Technology Demo
Volume: 
Number: 
Issue Date: 
Type of Work: Literary Work

Updates

Comments  (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm6_0,s_1,"s_6_2_36_0","1-392MJBS"))
 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm6_0,s_2,"s_6_2_36_0","1-392MJBS")) Activity Type  (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm

 (JavaScript:SWESubmitForm
Submitted by USHAIKH on 10/26/2018 Upload Deposit

(2) Send Your Work(s) by Mail:

Click the "Create Shipping Slip" button in the table below; a Shipping Slip link will appear in the Attachments column.

Click the Shipping Slip link and print out and attach the shipping slip(s) to your deposit copy(ies). For multiple cases, be sure to
    attach shipping slips to the corresponding copies.

Mail the deposit copy(ies) within 30 days to the Copyright Office address at the bottom of the slip.Note: Your effective date of registration will
be based on the date on which we receive the copies with corresponding shipping slips attached.

Click "Home" after uploading files(s) or printing shipping slip(s). You may verify the submission in the open Cases table on your eCO
Home page.

Send Your Work(s) by Mail

(JavaScript:SWESubmitForm(document.SWEForm1_0,s_8,"s_1_1_11_0",""))

Electronic Copyright Office (eCO) - 1 https://eco.copyright.gov/eService_enu/start.swe?SWECmd=Log...

1 of 1 11/2/18, 7:36 PM
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