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Manassas, VA 20110

February 23, 2021

The Honorable T. S. Ellis, IlI
United States District Judge
401 Courthouse Square
Alexandria, VA 22314

Dear Judge Ellis:
Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Lawrence R. Boice. | am the father of Daniel
K. Boice. | am a retired Army officer, having served in uniform from 1966-1993. | retired as an
Infantry Lieutenant Colonel. My 50™ reunion as a West Point graduate, USMA class of 1971, is
scheduled for this year. | also retired from a second career teaching both high school and
community college. Currently | spend my time on volunteer work as a Saint Vincent de Paul
Society (SVdP) caseworker for my Catholic parish and community here in Manassas, Virginia.

During my career, | spend tours of duty overseas and other unaccompanied tours. There
was a period, between 1984 and 1991, when Danny spent four years out of seven without
benefit of my daily presence in the household. Looking back, that contributed to the eventual
failure of my marriage as well as posing some extra challenges to Danny’s family stability.

In the Army, we often described the need for combat units to be trained in such a
manner that they could demonstrate two important characteristics. They had to be both
“robust” and “resilient.” | see those characteristics clearly demonstrated in my son Danny. He is
robust, in that he withstands some of the heavy setbacks in life, both career and family-wise.
He is resilient in that he has an uncanny knack for bouncing back from setbacks. He
demonstrates flexibility, in that he adjusts to new circumstances, and he bounces back without
losing his ambition, enthusiasm and optimism. But a man can only be expected to do that so
many times...

In 2017, Danny wrote me a letter, which | refer to now as “The Return of the Prodigal
Son” letter. Later, he sent me a copy of Rembrandt’s artwork, with that same title, to hang on
my wall. Since 2017, Danny and | have had a great relationship, after he did not speak to me
from about 2008-2017, over a falling out over mostly family matters. | was delighted, in 2017,
to have him back in my life, and | have established wonderful connections with all three of his
children, my grandchildren.
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An event from his childhood is important to mention, | think, as it demonstrates his
strength of character in meeting and overcoming a serious challenge in life. It also gives insight
into how his current career in computer entrepreneurial and contract work first came about. At
the age of 15, Danny was diagnosed with ITP, a blood disorder, involving malfunctioning
platelets. He was scheduled periodically for overnight stays in the hospital to receive
transfusion/infusion treatments to add platelets. At the time he was a remarkable high school
athlete, as well as an impressive student. Because the doctors were concerned about the easy
bruising and the effect of any powerful athletics-related blow to his body that might result in
bleeding or severe bruising, he was required to discontinue playing football and eventually to
discontinue playing baseball. Since he was a pitcher on the championship team at DeMatha
High School, that was a cruel requirement to have to absorb. Never would | have guessed that
my energetic, athletic son would become a computer whiz. Sitting at a desk staring at a screen

.all day was about the last thing | would have predicted for my hyper-active son Danny! But, as |
look back now, it was just the beginning of the robustness and resilience that he would be B
called upon to demonstrate, again and again, in life.

Some concrete examples of Danny’s character: He has shown total loyalty to his
children. Now that he is living in Florida, in spite of all of the COVID concerns, he visits his
children as frequently as possible. On most of his trips, he spends time in my home with the
grandkids, which involves a lot of logistics and coordination. | drive to and from Alexandria to
pick up and drop off the four of them, Danny coordinates with his two ex-wives, and with me,
to arrange the details. Those are deeply meaningful visits for all of us.

On some of those trips he has brought clothing to donate to one of my Saint Vincent de
Paul (SVdP) clients, at my request. Because of Danny’s concern for others, my client, Lee, has
clothing for the winter. Danny has continued to be very generous to, and considerate of, Lee.

Danny has bounced back from adversity, and he has established an impressive list of
contracts for computer services from his rental unit in Florida. He has established good working
relationships with clients, and his contracts continue to become more lucrative. He has built up
an impressive client base through quality delivery of products and sheer persistence and hard,
long hours of work. But, all of that can end at any time, of course. (The stress of dealing with
this pending court case must be enormous!) He has been very diligent at paying back a loan
from me and keeping up with other expenses, including child support to two ex-wives.

Danny has learned much from his mistakes. When we are together, or by text messages,
we discuss, mostly in religious terms, what happened at various points in our lives, and why. |
do not know the details of Danny’s court case pending before you. However, one important
lesson that Danny has learned is that money is not the key to joy and fulfillment in life.
Relationships and loyalty to our Creator are far, far more important. | believe that he fully
understands that by now.
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