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Petition from EPO examiners  
 
Dear Delegate in the Administrative Council, 
 
Please find attached a petition that has been signed by 924 EPO examiners. Its 
message is extremely clear: quality of the EPO patent is endangered by the 
demands of current management. 
We are of course ready to transmit to staff the response they are expecting from 
you, as supervisory body of our organisation. 
 
The issue of quality at the EPO is becoming every day more pregnant. We invite 
you to read in full the recent paper published on the Kluwer blog on this very 
topic (http://patentblog.kluweriplaw.com/2018/03/05/epos-vision-iii-quality/), 
including its policy recommendations for quality (under point 4) which cautions 
the AC against allowing employment of EPO examiners under 5-years contract. 
 
You may wish to read as well another relevant paper dealing with the issue of 
quality at the USPTO whose analysis is also relevant for the EPO 
(https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2018/03/why-the-roots-of-patent-trolling-
may-be-in-the-patent-office/) 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Chairman of the Central Staff Committee 

 
 
 
Annex: Notarial statement 
 
 
 
cc.: Mr Battistelli, President of the EPO 
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